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On Changing Family Name of Dr. Masujiro Honda

Katumasa Hasegawa

An eminent scholar of English language and literature, Masujiro Honda, during a
certain period in his life, styled himself Masujiro “Okura”. My purpose in this reference
note is to account for the change to that new name.

By studying his family register and examining by date letters he left behind. I have
been able to ascertain that the family name of “Okura” was adopted by him for about
eight years as a consequence of the aim of a young man of twenty years to avoid the
demands of military service imposed in Japan by the military draft system that was
current in the Meiji Era. Conscription was to place an enormous physical and mental
burden on the nation’s youth. The handbooks, authored by those days’ conscripts,
suggest that such training could be evaded by adoption.

Eventually, Masujiro “Okura” re-claimed his true name toward the end of the age of
26, probably because from the age of 27 he ceased to be eligible for military duty in

peacetime.
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In conclusion we should not forget the conscription system, especially when we think
about the career choice of young men lived in the Meiji, Taisho and pre-war-Showa
Era.

(P2 pfge] 55 41 5, AARSE2EHE2 0 2008 4E 10 1 1 H. pp. 87-100)
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